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not perhaps without reason, that the inhabitants of Pegu would do
all in their power to assist the British against their old enemies.
This hope, however, was entirely fallacious; at the appearance of
a common foe all internal dissensions were forgotten, and not
a single boatman acquainted with the navigation of the river was to
be procured.

Meanwhile the rains had set in with great severity, making it
impossible for the British troops to keep the field, and it soon
became evident that no important operations could be attempted
until the end of the year.

While thus situated, the force at Rangoon was joined by
the detachments which had been despatched against Cheduba (or

Manaung) and Negrais. The latter, a small
cap ure o egiais. island about six miles in circumference, was
found to be uninhabited, but the enemy had erected a stockade on
the opposite mainland, against.which Major Wahab landed a small
detachment. The stockade was captured without much trouble
and the enemy put to flight. The British Commander, considering
that no further advantage was to be gained by the occupation of
Negrais, then set sail for Rangoon.

The capture of Cheduba was more vigourously contested*

The transports reached the mouth of the river leading to the
chief town on the 12th May. Early on the

Capture of Cheduba.       ^   2Q()   of  His Majestys  13th  Regiment,

and 100 of the 20th Native Infantry proceeded up the river
in small boats. They soon discovered the enemy in consider-
able force on the banks. The troops landed ; whereupon the enemy,
retiring before them, took up a position behind a strong stockade.
The stockade having been breached by the British guns, the posi-
tion was assaulted and the enemy defeated with heavy loss, the
British casualties amounting to three men killed, and four officers
and thirty-seven men wounded. The next day the Kaja of Cheduba
was captured by a reconnoitring patrol, and the remainder of the
Burman force escaping to the mainland, the people of Cheduba
readily submitted to British rule.

Brigadier McReagh, therefore, leaving a small detachment of
the 20th Native Infantry as a garrison, sailed for Rangoon, which
he reached on llth June.